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First Generation of New Poetry Critics in Colleges .
Compared with Shen Congwen and Su Xuelin

Chen Wei (Professor, Fujian Normal University)

Chen Qian (Associate Professor,Jiangxi Normal University)

Abstract : Shen Congwen and Su Xuelin taught New Literary Research courses successively in Wuhan University in 1930s.
Both of them analyzed and criticized the representative poets and their works as well as their collections of poems,indicated
the features of the first generation New Poetry critics. Shen Congwen, carried forward the traditional impression— oriented
method of criticism, put poems back into its historical context,carded the evolution from social trend of thought to literature
trend of thought,scrutinized the main characteristic of collections of poems, pointed out their origins and development, and
took others criticism as his reference when assessing the historical value and present state of poems. His language was brief
and his expression sought after art quality. In contrast,Su Xuelin was straightforward and courageous. She was good at em-
bedding the research objects into the web system formed by Chinese and Western literature history.interpreting and savoring
poems in a way full of rational color from the perspective of aesthetics and literature history. In doing so,she combined au-
thors” idea of poetry with their writing practice.
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