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On the “Yi” of Mohist School and “Xia Yi” and “Zheng Yi”

Luo Jiyong (Professor, Wuhan University)

Abstract : According to characters, we can know the “Yi”( ) means “holy and solemn command” and this meaning can be
found in the “Yi”( ) of Mohist school. The “Yi”( ) of Mohist school also emphasized benefiting other people and univer-
sal love and justice. The “Xia Yi” (f ) produced later was connected with the “Yi” ( ) of Mohist School gradually
through elaborating by “Ming” dynasty popular novel and proving by some modern scholar such as Liang qichao. The termi-
nology “Zheng Yi”(IE X)) has its origin in west work’s translation, but there are much same aspect between the “Justice” in
west works and the “Yi”( %) of Mo doctrine. So it is possible to accept and reform the key word “Zheng Yi” (1E %) based
on Mohist school and Confucianism school.
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