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On Core Words and Their Types

Zhao Shiju (Professor, Wuhan University)

Abstract ;: Briefly speaking, the so-called core words are the essential part of lexicon system. But the essential knowledge on

their features, range, criterion,and so on,differs widely and thus causing ambiguity in theory and difficulty in operation. The

major problem lies in the absolutization of core words, neglecting their relativity and diversity. As a matter of fact, there exit

different layers and types in core words. According to our primary exploration, from the aspect of language basics, there are

monolingual core words, multi-lingual core words and whole language core words; from the aspect of their existence, there

are language core words and pragmatic core words; from the aspect of time dimension, there are synchronic core words and

diachronic core words; from the aspect of register, there are universal core words and dialectal core words; from the aspect of

lexicon status, there are axis core words and marginal core words,etc. These various core words are related to each other as

well as different from each other.

Key words: core words; common words; high frequency words; basic vocabulary
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