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Kang Youwei and Liang Shuming: Two Approaches of Rebuilding
Confucian Value in the Decade after the 1911 Revolution

Xue Ziyan (Doctoral Candiadate, Wuhan University)

Abstract: During the decade after the 1911 Revolution, the political Confucianism lost its ideological function, traditional
Confucian value system also moved toward disintegration. Facing such a situation, some Confucian intellectuals began to
rethink it, tried to rebuild new Confucian values. Kang Youwei proposed religious Confucianism from theory to concrete
practice. Liang shuming advocated cultural Confucianism, introspected the relationship between Confucianism and modern
culture, rebuilt philosophy of life, paved the new Confucianism development path. Their new expositions and pursuits of
Confucian value, had similar position and also significant differences, which present the complexity of Confucian value’s
evolvement at that time.

Key words: Kang youwei; religious Confucianism; Liang shuming; cultural Confucianism; the 1911 Revolution; Confucian

value
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