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The Academic Purposes and Main Contributions of Liu Yongji’s
Essence of Tang Quatrains

Chen Wenxin (College of Chinese Language and Literature, Wuhan University)

Abstract: From 1959 to 1963, Liu Yongji compiled the book Essence of Tang Quatrains. On this book’s academic purposes
side, Liu Yongji considered Wang Shizhen’ s verve-theory was the result of a special times background. The selection
standard of Tang Selected Ten Thousand Quatrains that Wang Shizhen compiled pursuited ethereal artistic conception and
preferred decorated language style more excessively, so the shortcoming of Wang’s book was obviously. Amending the
shortage of Tang Selected Ten Thousand Quatrains was the purpose of why Liu Yongji compiled Essence of Tang
Quatrains. The three main contributions of Essence of Tang Quatrains are followed. First, Liu YongJi interpreted the
position of Qing Dynasty’s verve-theory in poetics development context and the social life situation which was reflected by
Wang’s verve-theory concisely and comprehensively. Second, in the book, Liu Yongji selected both the Tang quatrains with
the aesthetic feeling of verve and quatrains which didn’t comply with verve purport but get other unique art features. Last
but not least, Liu Yongji’s interpretion of works not only helped readers understand the quatrains that the book selected,
but also helped readers recognize many levels of Chinese Literature and culture,

Key words: Liu Yongji; Essence of Tang Quatrains; verve-theory
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