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Reanalysis on Hsun Tzu’s View of Virtue and Happiness:
Based on a Comparison of Aristotle

Sun Wei (Beijing Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; In the East and West philosophy, the relationship between virtue and happiness is always a debatable topic. The
focus of the debate lies in that whether a virtuous person could acquire the happiness at last. If a virtuous person could not
acquire the happiness, why should he be virtuous? Hsun Tzu’s views of fame and shame might be a mirror reflecting this
problem and could possibly become an approach for solving this problem. Both Hsun Tzu and Aristotle argue that whether a
person could acquire the happiness or not lies not only in the moral cultivation, but also in the person’s efforts in taking full
advantage of the external opportunities so as to make virtue consistent with happiness.

Key words: virtue and happiness; fame and shame; Hsun Tzu; Aristotle
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