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Marxist Anthropology in the Perspective of Historical Materialism
Hu Daping (Nanjing University)

Abstract: Marxism has been always bonded to anthropology from its origin to today. During the phase of Marxism’ s
formation, anthropology supported Historical Materialism with the evidence of its researches on ancient society, and basic
path for the later to deepen and extend its historical narrative. After the 1950s,under the influence of Structuralism, Marxist
anthropology became one of the most important dynamic fields, which enlarges the vision of historical understanding and
current critique for Marxism. Since the 1980s, there are many new trends benefited from Marxism in the field of
anthropology » the union of Marxism and anthropology in different dimensions and levels has been apparent. This paper holds
that Marxist anthropology represents an important orientation of current creatives of Marxist theories.

Key words: historical materialism; anthropology; Marxist anthropology
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