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Cultivating a Working Class Counter-public Sphere .

A Case Study on a New Media Program Concerning Labour Issues

Li Yanhong (Sun Yat-Sen University)

Abstract: This paper is a case study of a grassroots website(i. e. , X) concerning labour issues in China, and its “WeChat
Official Account”. By conducting in-depth interviews, field observations as well as textual analyses, and exploring three
dimensions of public sphere (a) structure; (b) representation; and (c) interaction, the author intends to offer a thick
description of the case and argues that X has constituted a venue in China where the working-class-centred discourses of
social justice are continuously produced. thereby potentially arousing resistance against hegemony of capital power and
dominant discourses of mainstream media,and launching fights for interests and identities of the working class. The author
has also found, however, that X is less effective in cultivating counter-publics. This case has significance in profoundly
understanding how the counter-public sphere of the Chinese working class could be formed and what limitations it would be
confronted with under the current Chinese social circumstances,especially the proliferation of the Internet. On one hand, the
potential empowerment by digital technologies,a relatively loose regulation of new media by governments,and the legacy of
Marxism have mutually constituted the foundation of an emerging counter-public sphere in China. The unstable and
undecided position of we-media in authoritarian regime, the lack of financial support and the bias of the ecosystem of the
Internet are increasingly becoming constraints of the empowerment by new technologies and its social and political rebellious
potential.
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