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Research on the Progress of Japan’s Maritime Policy under the Framework

of The Basic Ocean Law
Hu Dekun (Wuhan University)
Jiang Yue (Wuhan University)

Abstract: The issuance of The Basic Ocean Law (BOL) in 2007 marked a major shift in the implementation of Japan’s
maritime policy. Under the framework of BOL, Japan had made two Basic Ocean Plans in 2008 and 2013,s0 as to form a
complete policy system. Japan achieved considerable progress in the aspect of ocean development, maritime security,
comprehensive management, etc. Japan’s practice of comprehensive coordination and overall planning is worth learning.
During the implementation of the Basic Ocean Plans, Japan’ s maritime policy had been becoming more aggressive,
expansionary and hawkish. It can be considered that promoting full-scale resource development and ever-expanding military
space will keep being Japan’s maritime policy priorities in a long run. The expansionary maritime policy of Japan goes against
the fundamental principle of ocean-governance that focus on cooperation and co-management and it will do harm to the safety
and stability of East Asian Sea.

Key words: Japan; maritime policy; The Basic Ocean Law ; Basic Ocean Plan
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