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The Occurrence and Vanishment of Mandarin Literary History in 1920s
FANG Chang’an & WU Feifei (Wuhan University)

Abstract: In 1920s, The Mandarin Chinese Literary History by HU Shi and The New Mandarin Chinese Literary History
by LING Dujian both took Mandarin as the criterion to solve the dual problem of mandarin popularization and construction
of the new literature from the perspective of writing of literary history and national education. Comparing to The Mandarin
Chinese Literary History by HU Shi, The New Mandarin Chinese Literary History by LING Dujian was considered as
awful. However, it not only made up for the regret of HU Shi’s literary history on starting point and stage, but also reflected
the author’s own unique insights. This showed the disadvantage of HU Shi’s literary-history-dominated way of writing. Of
course,as the first literary work related to mandarin, The Mandarin Chinese Literary History by HU Shi brought the
national concept in literary creating. In 1928, The Vernacular Chinese Literary History by HU Shi manifested the vanishing
of Mandarin Literary History, gave expression to HU Shi’ s reflection upon China’s new literature development and
writing,and showed the historical background of the shift of the early 20th century’s literary. However, Mandarin Literary
History did not disappear completely. It still affected the construction of new literature and the writing of literary history in
explicit and implicit way,also provides the possibility of further study of literary history writing from the angle of language.
Key words: HU Shi; LING Dujian; The Mandarin Literary History; The New Mandarin Chinese Literary History; The

Vernacular Chinese Literary History
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