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Media Use and Political Trust of Women .

An Empirical Research Based on Internet Users in China
JIN Hengjiang (Shanghai Jiaotong University)
NIE Jinghong (Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract: This paper explores how media use influences political trust of women and finds that, political news in traditional
media can positively predict political trust significantly, while political news on the internet predicts negatively. Besides,
reliability of official and non-official media both have a significantly positive influence on women’s political trust. Besides,
media reliability and social psychological variables, such as subjective well-being, social satisfaction, national identity,
interpersonal trust, play an important mediating role in the impact of media use on women’s political trust, while the
mediating effects of political psychological-behavioral variables, like political interest and political debate, are limited. The
above findings highlight the importance of media use on building women” s political trust and can benefit the future
development of political communication in China.

Key words: media use; political trust; Chinese women; netizen survey
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