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From Ethnicity to Religion.
A Review on the Studies of Hui Ethnic Literature of New China With a Religious

Literature Perspective

MA Meiping (Lanzhou University)

Abstract : The studies of the Hui ethnic literature of New China can be divided into two stages: the construction period from
the late 1970 s to the 1990’s, and the independent period after 2000. The history of Hui ethnic literature served the goal of
the construction of a multi-nationality state based on ethnicity at the first stage; and the religious factors get attention at the
second stage. As for the research and critiques on Hui ethnic literature, the concept of Hui literature is defined rather by the
blood of the writers than ethnic culture at the first stage; but special topics about religious narratives break through the cover
of ethnicity at the second stage. The professional journal Hui Zu Wen Xue reveals an idea of culture at the new century and
turn to the interpretation of religious contents.

Key words: studies of the Hui ethnic literature; ethnicity; religious description; history of literature; literary critique
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