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“Seeking Common Grounds” and “Reserving Differences” .
The Transformation of Social Character of Confucianism from

Late Ming to Early Qing
ZHANG Xun (Sichuan University)

Abstract ; From a certain point of view, the change of Confucianism {rom Late Ming to Early Qing can be regarded as the
transformation of the social character of Confucianism. The social character of Confucianism refers to the tendency of
Confucian scholars to face the masses. This tendency is divided into two types: to accept the public,or alienated from the
public. From Late Ming to Early Qing, the social character of Confucianism changed from accepting the public to being
alienated from the public. This change was not only the result of internal logic of Confucianism,but also closely related to the
economic development of the Late Ming and the dynasty alternation from Ming to Qing. Finally, we can find that the social
character of Confucianism is a very useful perspective to understand the textual research of the Qing Dynasty.

Key words:Confucianism; from late Ming to early Qing; Taoism in Public; Taoism in Six Confucian Classics; the culture of

adherents of a former dynasty
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