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The Ethical Meaning of Thinking .
ARENDT’s Solution for “the Banality of Evil”
XU Liang (Sun Yat-Sen University)

Abstract ; Hannah Arendt recognizes that the blind obedience of individuals in modern society was one of the most important
causes of totalitarianism. In her analysis of the case of Adolf Eichmann, Arendt thinks that his unconscious obedience
followed from his *thoughtlessness” which primarily accounts for modern people’ s lack of judgments of their own
consciousness and action. Thinking is resistant in that it rethinks the rules or norms which people have taken for granted.
Arendt’s most important contribution on this issue lies in her presenting her thinking process which can probably prompt
more people’s thinking as a necessary remedy for the condition of modern society.

Key words: thinking; the banality of evil; Hannah Arendt; totalitarianism; the case of Adolf Eichmann
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