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On the Symbolic Essence of Art:

Also about the Art and Aesthetics in the Middle Ages
ZHANG Dun (Jilin University)

Abstract: The essence of art is to symbolize rather than to imitate. This essence is inferred from especially important
metaphysical dualism of Plato, which means art is the understanding and desire for higher and more perfect existence of super
sensibility. The higher existence may not be directly imitated by the sensible images of art,but can be indirectly symbolized
by some dark and mysterious forms of symbol. Therefore, to symbolize is a higher-level form of art and this means it is
possible to touch the greater spiritual things starting from sensibility. Different from the principle of naturalism and
humanism dominated art after the Greek & Rome times and the Renaissance, the spiritual principle and transcendentalism
dominated the art in the Middle Ages, when the art or life itself was a symbol. So, as for understanding of the symbolic
essence of art,the Middle Ages is the only also the best model,at that time many works were produced which perfection has
been amazing so far.
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