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On Reinhold Niebuhr’ s Concept of Individuality and Its Significance

FANG Yong
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, Chian)

Biography: FANG Yong (1967-), male, Doctor, Lectuer; School of Philosophy, Wuhan
University, majoring in ethics and religion.

Abstract: The conception of individuality is the key to understand the whole system of Reinhold
Niebuhrs thought. Reinhold Niebuhr clearly divided individual morality and collective morality, and
emphasized the former is higher than the later. The underlined thought is his conception of
individuality. Niehuhr's conception of individual is the fruit of his defense on Christian evangelical

individualism. This defense combined his critics of various modern thought, and provided a base on

which he constructs his social Ethics.
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