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Question on Import of Nan-xi Style

ZHENG Chuanyin
(Department of Arts Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Biography: ZHENG Chuanyin (1946-), Professor, Doctoral Supervisor, Department of Arts,
Wuhan U niversity, majoring in traditional Chinese operas.
Abstract: Zheng Zhengduo has ever made a note that the ancient manuscript of the Buddhist play,
The Recognition of Sakuntala Chereinafter referred to as Sakuntala), was discovered in Wenzhou,
while the earliest Chinese script that can be seen today, ZhangXie the Highest-ranking Candidate in
the Palace Examination Chereinafter referred to as Zhang Xie), was also there produced. Zheng has
noticed “ should the two be so coincidentally similar in style” which might sufficiently prove that “the
style and format of ch’ uan-ch’iis an import from India. ” This paper agress that the two plays share
quite a certain obvious similarities, but further argues that the differentia between Sakuntala and
Zhang Xie is indeed more distinct: the former abides to a single track development, the latter adopts
the double interwoven thread; the former speaks a character’ s voice, the latter employs a third person
narration skillfully; Sakuntala is a verse in several episodes, focusing on depiction of characters,
Zhang Xie is in ch’ u, a melodious tune, and comprises only two acts, with a purpose to highlight the
prominence of casting and personating, The comparability, similitude and resemblance between the
two can never lead to a hasty conclusion, that Zhang Xie has modeled itself on or followed after
Sakuntala. In fact, the artistic form of expression of Zhang Xie stems from hua-pen, script for story-
telling in Song folk literature, and modes of ancient Chinese music as well.
Key words: Buddhist play: Nan-xi; Zhang Xie the Highest-ranking Candidate in the Palace

Examination; Recognition of Sakuntala; comparative theater



