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Writing the Real & Giving the Feeling: Style and Purport of
A Legendary Record in Sel f-diversion Study

LIU Wei
(Faculty of the Arts, People’ s University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Biography: LIU Wei (1970-), female, Doctoral candidate, Faculty of the Arts, People’ s
University of China, majoring in ancient chinese fictions and chinese operas.

Abstract; With its notable skills in writing ghost and fox spirt stories, A4 Legendary Record in
Sel fdiversion Study has mostly the fantastic for its subject matter; but the main purpose of the
author in writing this collection of bizarre tales is to reflect reality through their fantastic themes, to
give expression to his feeling of exasperation, and to have something onto which to project his own
ideals. In order to serve such a purpose, the author employed many extraordinary stylistic devices, or
tried, in other words, to “write about the real through the fantastic”. In this study, the author’ s
purport and the stylistic devices are examined in 4 aspects, namely, “both real and imaginary”,
“fantastic and extraordinary ideas”, “ metamorphism and exaggeration”, and “ aiming at the
extraordinary in writing about the realistic”.

Key words: A Legendary Record in Self -diversion Study; writing about the real through the

fantastic; purport of the work; stylistic device



