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( A )

Essential Features of Aquinas’ s Rational Theology

ZHAI Zhihong
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biography: ZHAT Zhihong (1960-), male, Associate professor, School of Philosophy, Wuhan
University, majoring in Eastern philosophy and religious studies.

Abstract: Inheriting the philosophical tradition of mediaeval scholasticism, Thomas Aquinas
constructed a systematic rational (natural ) theology on the foundation which totally combined
Aristotle’ s philosophy and Augustine’ s theology. He thought, there is ainherent connection between
philosophy and theology, and one can elaborate the theological questions such as God’ s existence,
God s essence and property, God’ s relations to the world and the mankind, etc. through a natural
and rational way. For having completely expounded contents, features and methods of rational
theology, Aquinas had produced an epoch-making influence on the western history of Christian
theology.
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