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Tripartite Distinction of Aquinas’ s Common Good
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Abstract: According to Aquinas, pursuing good is a necessary inclination of will, but the will
choose a good object not only because the latter’ s connection with Supreme Good, i. e. God, but
mainly because it represents “the common good”. In his theory, the common good has three different
meanings. Thereof, the common good of predication is not the direct cause of ethical behaviors, but
only the specie or form of them. Therefore, the happiness to which every one is directed should
depends on the common good of causation, i.e. the just order, and the measure for maintaining just

order still depends on the distribution of common good of utility.
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