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Speculations and Interpretations of the Origin of
the State in the Late Qing Dynasty
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Biographies: SHI Wen (1958), male, Post-doctor & Professor, Higher Education Press,
majoring in history of Chinese historical science and of the Late Qing Dynasty; XU
Min (1965-), A ssociate professors Honghe College, majoring in history and culture
of the Hani People and history of late Qing Dynasty.

Abstract: The speculations and interpretations of the origin of the state by the advanced Chinese
people in the late Qing dynasty are either one of the important contents and outstanding marks of the
changes about the concept of state in the late Qing dynasty, or reflections on the concept of the state
by the urgent practical need, characterized by resisting the invasion, getting stronger through
reformation, overturning the imperial system and establishing the republic. And more, they are also
important components of the intellectual enlightenment and emancipation in the late Qing dynasty,
producing significant and profound influences upon the Chinese historical process and direction then
and forthcoming.
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