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TAO Yuanming & “Food Handed Out in Contempt”

CHENG Yalin
(School of Chinese Language & Literatue, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Biography: CHENG Yalin(1944-), male, Professor; School of Chinese Language & Literature,
Wuhan University, majoring in poetry of ancient China.

Abstract: This paper tries to present that the most noteworthy contribution in the poem A
Writing Brought by the Sparkle of Thoughts written by TAO Yuanming is his anti-traditional idea.
He held that in an emergency “food handed out in contempt”might be accepted unless the acceptance
included the unreasonable demands which required shifting the social, political and cultural essential
stand. TAO’ s idea reflected the respect for life, the scorn and the renuciation of the hypocritical
confucian ethical code. And the view stated above in this paper is quite different from the opinion held
by Mr. WANG Yao, Mr. LU Qinli and Mr. YUAN Xingpei.
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