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Abstract: Youjian, Qianjian and Shangjian, used in the similar context, are a group of
synonyms in ancient Chinese literature. They mean somebody or something which has been referred to
in the context above. Of the three terms, Jian means either list or refer to. Both the latter meaning
and the term Youjian should not be excluded from all dictionaries. Example sentence for Jian’ s first
meaning in Hanyudacidian( ) is too late. A nd the first three example sentences for Jian’
s second meaning are all inappropriate. With the development of the three terms, Youjian and
Qianjian have vanished one after another, but Shangjian developed a new meaning in the Ming
Dynasty, thatis Shangyijian, the Jian is converted into a classifier. Such Shangjian has extended
till now in modern Chinese.
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