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CHEN Duxiu’ s Reappraisal of the Boxer
Movement and Its Political Meaning
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Biographies: JIN Fujun (1976-), male, Historical Research Center, Tsinghua University,
majoring in the history of Chinese modern thoughts and culture; CAI Lesu
(1952-), male, Professor, History department, Tsinghua University, majoring in
the history of Chinese modern thoughts and culture.

Abstract: During the New Culture Movement, CHEN advocated held the flag of science highly
and animadverted Chinese tradition, he criticized the Boxer Movement as a rebellion of mosstrooper
and regarded it as the result of superstitions and religion. After 1924, wusing the historical
materialism, CHEN reappraised the Boxer M ovement and praised its spirit of anti-imperialism. The
main reason of the cognition s variety is the Abolishing-Unfair-Treaties Movement which rised in
1924.
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