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Brief View on the First Scientific Surveying Three
Gorges of Yangtze River in 1932

XUE Yi
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China

Biography: XUE Yi(1954-), male, Professor, School of History, Wuhan University, majoring in

modem Chinese economic history.

Abstract: By the end of 1932, the Defence Designed Committee, which was affiliated to the
General Staff Office of Nanjing National Government had organized and financed some expert to make
a more scientific , complete , systemic and thoroughgoing survey investigation about the Three Gorges
for the first time in Chinese history. It indicated the important change of the development to Yangze
River from the traditional irrigation of agricultural field to the modern utilization of hydroelectricity
and improvement of the navigation. On the basis of on-the-spot investigation the survey submitted the
report about the hydroelectricity of The Three Gorges of Yangze River. It was the first detailed
survey about the development of hydroelectricity project of the Three Gorges. This investigation not
only sorted out and analyzed the hydrological and geological data in the upper reach of Yangtze River
but also make an initial assess about the navigation profit and planned the step of developing the Three
gorges. The two dam sites selected in this survey investigation exert great influence to the final
decision of the dam site .
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