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Tao and TANG Xianzu s Choices of Styles

CHENG Yun
(Department of Arts Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Biography: CHENG Yun (1972-), male, Doctor, Associate professor, Department of A rts, Wuhan
University, majoring in traditional opera history and classical Chinese literature.
Abstract: A mong the heterogeneous thoughts of TANG Xianzu, Tao most deserved recognition.
The intrinsic spiritual highness of the metaphysical Tao endowed TANG with inimitable temperament
of “thinker” and further influenced his choices of styles. TANG’ s ideals of classical prose and values
of traditional Qu (lyric verses) style both reflected the resurgence of traditional “synthetic literature”
notion which attaches importance to morality as well as reason in the late Ming Dynasty .

Key words: TANG Xianzu; Tao; choices of styles



