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( A )

The Concept of Individual in Early Marx’ s Political Thoughts

LI Zhi
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: LI Zhi(1977-), female, Lecturer, School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, majoring

in historical materialism.

Abstract: After a criticism on Hegel” s philosophy of law, young Marx considers that the
separation of civil society from the political state results in the separation of bourgeois from citizen,
and the latter separation means that the individual is either a purely hoggish being or a purely species
being. It follows that, for Marx, only human emancipation could abolish this separation drastically
and make the individual being as a unity of bourgeois with citizen. The concept of individual involved
in what young Marx claims, not only offers a premise for the theory of Estranged Labor, but also
influences indirectly the understanding about “the real individuals” in Historical Materialism.

Key words: Marx; the relationship of state to civil society; the relationship of bourgeois to

citizen; the concept of individual



