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Folk Taoism Belief in Upper and Middle Reaches
of Yangtze River in Tang Dynasty
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(School of Chinese Language & Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Biography: LIU Litang(1963-), male, Doctor, Associate professor, School of Chinese Language &
Literature s Wuhan University, majoring in ancient Chinese history.
Abstract: The upper and middle reach of the Yangtze River was one of the important regions for

the spreading of Taoism from the Six Dynasties to the Tang dynasty. Taoism was a native religion in

China. The gods and supernatura beings in Taoism inherited the ones in primitive religions ,
ancient mythes and ancient religions, and were combined with the ones embraced by the masses. They
also absorbed and developed the idea of becoming immortals. As the gods were from the masses, which
were not strange to the believers, so Taoism was soon embraced by the masses in the Yangtze River
basin.

Key words: Tang dynasty; the upper and middle reaches of the Yangtze River; T aoism belief



