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Problems of Infanticide in Middle Reaches of Yangtze
River during Ming and Qing Dynasties

WANG Meiying
(Wuhan University, Library, Wuhan 430072 Hubei China)

Biography: WANG Meiying ( 1966-), female, Doctor, Associate research librarian, Wuhan
University Library, majoring in social-economic history of Ming and Qing dynasty.
Abstract. Infanticide was prevalent in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River during Ming and
Qing dynasty. Regardless of the official’ s prohibition or the folk’ s admonishing . couldn’ t arrest
infanticide’ s prevalence. There are three reasons why infanticide was prevailing : the difficulty of
raising, the overburden of dowry and the prejudice of regards men as superior to women . Infanticide
arose a series of social problems, such as many men couldn’ t get married and kept single all the life,
the population’ s increase was controlled and so on.
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