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On the Character of Hester PRYNNE
in The Scarlet Letter

LI Ru-shou
(Xiangfan University, Xiangfan 441000, Hubei China)

Biography: LI Ru-shou (1955-), male, A ssociate professor; Xiangfan U niversity, majoring in
British and American Literature and Comparative Study of Western and Chinese
Cultures.

Abstract; Since the publication of The Scarlet Letter by American romantic writer N athaniel
Haw thorne, many critics show different opinions about the heroine Hester PRYNNE. Infact; she isa
brave woman with strong rebellion spirit, but she is not a firm rebel because of her compromise.
However, it is her compromise within her bravery and rebellion that account for the influence of both

romanticism and puritan ideas on the author and that is the true reflection of the conflict of his ideal

and reality.

Key words: bravery; rebellion; compromise



