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A Sketch of Weak Officials and Strong Clerks in Qing Dynasty

Wang Xuehua
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China

Abstract. There exist serious vogue of government officials absent in business, and the clerks gain
more powers and the public opinion then point to it. Examine all the historical facts of Qing Dynasty,
it should be looked as a tendency. It’ s not the complete fact. The clerks didn’ t have absolute power.
On legal administration and management system, clerks were still ruled by officials. So the suspicion
of “Weak Officials and Strong Clerks” will collapse.
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