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Comparison about the Thought of Press Freedom of
Jefferson and Hamilton

ZHANG Kun, LI Jin-yun
(School of Journalism & Communications Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Biographies: ZHANG Kun(1962-), male, Doctor, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, School of Journalism
& Communication, majoring in the history of journalism, media political science; LI Jin-
yun (1981-), female, Graduate, School of Journalism & Communication, Wuhan
University, majoring in the development of media.

Abstract; The Press Freedom is a basic human right, the freedom of the press is the extension of this
right, Two major American political parties once launched fierce dispute for this about more than 200 years
ago. the confrontation on press freedom of Hamilton, the leader of Federal party, and jefferson, the leader of
Democratic Republican Party, had not merely reflected their different political party interests, the more
important thing is that it has reflected their difference of foundations of thought. Hamilton advocated the
reason of tools and centralism, Jefferson sincerely believed in the natural right theory and talent human
rights. This result of struggle has established the tradition of the freedom of press in USA for over 200
years, its meaning can’ t be ignored.

Key words: Jefferson; Hamilton; liberalism; centralism



