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Xiyin’ s Time: Beginning of Chinese Civilization

YU Xi-yun
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biography: YU Xi-yun (1964-), male, Doctor, Associate professor, Department of Archaeology,
School of History, Wuhan University, majoring in Neolithic archaeology and cultural
anthropology.

Abstract. The Xiyin Culture (ca. 4000— 3000 B. C. ) originated at the juncture area of Shaanxi,
Shanxi and Henan Provinces. In its great prosperity the Xiyin culture spread to the large area of central part
of China. Tt laid the space foundation of China before the Qin Dynasty (221—206 B. C.). Within its
expansion the Xiyin culture disintegrated original cultural structure and form and led to fusion and
regrouping of many peoples. It became the majority part of the Hua people. In late period of the Xiyin
culture, the traditional family model had come to disintegrate; the new family model appeared; hierarchical
social structure had gradually formed, and the concept of private ow nership had come into being. All these
changes became the beginning sy mbol of Chinese civilization.

Key words: Xiyin culture; civilization origination



