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On the Aim and Narrative Style of Guoyu

(heng Shuijin
(School of Chinese Language & Literaturee, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China

Abstract: There have been diverse opinions on the relationship between Guoyu and Zuozhuan.
From the developing trend of the culture of the official history-recorders, Guoyu is an outcome of a
compiling effort in pre-Qin dynasty, by way of picking up useful materials from historical records to
compose together as a book. The aim of this book is to make the past serve the present and the
future. Zuozhuan is an annotation of Spring and Autumn, so it relates the historical events by
following the model of Spring and Autumn. The purpose of it is to explore the development route of
history. Different in compiling aims, Guoyu and Zuozhuan, therefore, differ in compiling methods,
literary style and thinking depths.
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