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Diachronic Reviews of Conjunctions
Extended from the Adverb “zhi”

XI Jia
(School of Chinese Language & Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei China

Biography: XTI Jia (1954-), male, Associate professor, School of Chinese Language & Literature,
Wuhan University, majoring in Chinese linguistics and Chinese culture.

Abstract: In the Early Mandarin Chinese, adverb “zhi” ( )is extended into“zhishi” ( ) as a

turning conjunction, “zhiyou” ( ) and “zhiyao” ( ) as conditional conjunctions. The conjunctions,

by forming new compounds, can diversify the grammatical functions, which are generally related to the
original lexical meanings. The collections, formed by adverbs and conjunctions can also diversify the

functions of conjunctions. In the early stage of this process, the new-born compounds are somew hat hard to

be differentiated in their grammatical functions.
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