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King Tang s Capital Bo(or Xibo) is at the Shang City in Yanshi

FANG You-sheng
( School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography FANG You-sheng ( 1934-), male, Professor, School of Humanities, Wuhan
University, majoring in the research work on Chinese New Stone Age and the
history of the dynasties of Xia, Shang and Zhou.

Abstrace According to historical documents, unearthed archaeological materials and folk
legends, King Tang s Capital Bo(or Xibo)in Shang Dynasty is at Shang City in Yanshi Yiyin placed
Taijia 8 Tonggong at the east of Shang City in Yanshi for about twenty li of the scale of Tang
Dynasty. The upper extension of the Shang City in Zhengzhou (namely the first establishment time of
the city walls )is later than Shang City in Yanshi, the bottom limit (the desertion time of the king §
capital) , because the three bronze wares pits valued national treasures have been discovered, which
belong to the Baijiazhang Period in the upper layer of the Erligang Period, show that the desertion of
the king § capital is after the Baijiazhang Period. Combined with historical documents, the Shang City
in Zhengzhou should be Aodu where King Zhongding moved into. The so-called the loss of the name
“ Zhengbd' and the acquisition of the name“ Xibo' are not true according to the historic facts.

Key words The Sang City in Yanshi; King Tang § Capital Bo in Shang Dynasty; Taijia §
Tonggong: the Shang City in Zhengzhou: King Zhongding § capital Aodu



