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Ming Gediao School § Development
& Its Opposition to Intention

CHEN Wen-xin
( School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography CHEN Wen—=xin(1957-) , male, Professor, School of Humanities, Wuhan University,
majoring in history of Chinese traditional novels and theories of poetry in Ming
Dynasty.

Abstract In the Ming Dynasty, Gediao theory went through three stages of development at
early stage the magnificent style of the flourishing Tang poetry was highly praised; in mid- stage the
vigorous style at the times of Han and We1 was followed: during late stage various views were mixed
together to correct mistakes. Gediao belonged to aesthetic theories of poetry. One of its kernel
contents was against the point that an excellent intention made a poem valuable best. Xie Zhen and Lu
Shiyong thought that artistic quality was more important than intention. In order to get rid of
interference from thoughts and theories, Xie Zhen and Wang Shizhen stressed catching sense in a
twinkling and expressed such feelings without modification.

Key words Gediao School: artistic theory of poetry; Intention Theory



