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On Lin Zexu s Reorganizing of Salt Trade Order and His Success

Xiao Zhizhi
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China

Abstract: As one sixth of the national revenue, the salt tax was one of the most important sources
of the revenue of Qing government. In 1837, before Lin Zexu held the position of the governor of
Hunan and Hubei, the Huai salt was kept long in stock because of heavy unlawful secret salt trading
in neighbor areas, which badly lowered the national salt tax revenue. After Lin Zexu governed Hunan
and Hubei, according to the actual condition, he had done solid work by blocking and arresting those
who had secretly traded salt unlawfully. What he had done soon achieved remarkable success and he
was awarded a prize from the Qing government.
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