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A. Tonybe€¢ s Economic Thought & British Industrial Revolution

Xu Bin
(School of History and Cultural, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: A. Tonybee, an outstanding English historian in the 19" century, opened up a new
historical area through studying Britain’ s Industrial Revolution and advanced some quite logical
explanation about it. His economic thought about the Industrial Revolution included: an amendment
to laisser faire which he believed that if only were everybody s freedom guaranteed, promoting social
welfare could been realized; enclosure being a pre-condition to the agricultural progress in Britain and
the establishment of individualist ow nership being a law in civilized societies; and also, a refutation to
the wagefund theory of classical economics by logic and evidence and its conclusion about the
improvement of workers’ living standard in the Industrial Revolution.
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