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A Study on the Tense and Aspect Characteristics
of Mei( )and Le( )in Modern Chinese

Pan Tai
(Humanities School Central China Normal Universityy, Wuhan 430079 Hube, China)

Abstract: : “Mei” has the meaning of Already; it can be used in past, present, processing and
anterior, but not in Future nor Posterior. “Lei” in the middle of a clause contains two different forms
at least. One (called Lei ) has the meaning of past or anterior. The other one (called Leiz) has the
meaning of a particular kind of verb, and it plays the role of complement in the clause. Len is a mark
of past or anterior. Because mei and Lei have the same grammatical characteristicc they usually
cannot coexist in one clause. However, the coexistence of Mei and Lei2 is out of question.

Key words: Mei( ); Le( )in the middle of clauses; tense; aspect; coexistence



