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Is So-called “Historical Law” Nonsense?
A Refutation of Anti-determinist Theory of History
HAN Dong ping (Huazhong University of Science and Technology )

Abstract: The determinist theory of history dominating human thought history has been severely challenged by anti-
determinist theories of history since the 19th century. The primary idea of the forcible anti-determinist theories can be
summarized as that there is no so-called “historical law”. The determinists defend for their theories and strike back, but only
two of their defence are justifiable, and the others cannot satisfy. That it cannot provide a historical law which coincides with
the actual historical development and is not incompatible with the fact of human freedom of will meanwhile is the weakest
point of determinist theory of history. Then we have to find such a historical law to refute determinist therories of history.
The historical law revealed in my institutional determinism is such a law. It is a law, and a historical one of human
activities, and at the same time it does not deny the freedom of will. Also, with this law, the future can successfully be
predicted, the question of final or ultimate cause can be solved, and the possibility of historical progress can be explained.

Key words: determinist theory of history; anti-determinist theory of history; institutional determinism of history; historical

law; freedom of will
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