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On the Construction of Gender Culture from Women’s Names in Song Dynasty

Yang Guo (Professor, Wuhan University)

Abstract; In Song dynasty,the form and structure of naming women inherited previous trends and had its own development.

There are more than 680 cases of feminine names in notes(bi ji) and other historical records of Song Dynasty, related to all

kinds women of the society and showing significant “femininity”. The femininity embodies in four aspects: highlighting the

female sex “feminine”, positioning the female “subordination” in society, regulating women’s inner virtue “submissive” and

expecting female external appearance “beautiful”. This kind of “femininity” is a product of gender culture, It’s the female

standard in accordance with the requirements of the main culture of Song society and it reflects the process of the

construction of gender culture.

Key words: women’s names; gender culture; Song dynasty
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