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To Petition or to Sue. Building China’s Dualistic Conflict Management Regimes
Zhang Zhenhua (Nankai University)

Abstract; China’s conflict management regimes since 1949 were based on Mao’s “Dualistic Contradictions” theory. The
Xinfang ({F1)j . Letters and Visits) institutions were designed to deal with the contradictions among the different peoples,
and the legal institutions to deal with the contradictions between ourselves and the enemies. Such dualistic regimes were
changed gradually since The Reform and Opening up in 1978, with more and more contradictions among peoples were
expected to be resolved through the legal institutions. Xinfang still plays a more important role, however, due to the
insufficient reform to the legal institutions. There are indications that the dualistic regimes began to pick up speed on the
way toward legalization under the background of the comprehensive rule by law.

Key words: Xinfang; social conflict; institutionalization; conflict management
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