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The Formation of Social Identity. A Case Study of the Social Life of Mainland
Undergraduate Students in Hong Kong

Xiao Wenming (Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract : Although the social identity as mainlander is important for undergraduate students in Hong Kong,it is not always
salient in everyday interactions,and the patterns of social comparison are also pluralistic. In addition, their social identities are
fluid and variable, but not as fragmented as claimed by the postmodern identity theory. This finding provides a more
skalanced alternative to Tajfel *s social identity theory and the postmodern identity theory. Meanwhile, it has significant
implications for the integration of people in mainland China and Hong Kong.

Key words: social identity; multiple memberships; social comparison
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