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The Nomination by the Nominating Committee in Universal Suffrage for the
Chief Executive Selection of HKSAR: Legal Basis and Institutional Rationality

Zou Pingxue (Wuhan University)

Abstract: The key issue relating to the nomination of candidates in the selection of the Chief Executive (CE) of HKSAR by

universal suffrage has been a spotlight in Hong Kong nowadays. Proclaimed by Article 45 of the Basic Law and the Decision

of the NPCSC in 2007, the nomination of CE candidates before the universal suffrage shall be proceeded by the nominating

committee, the composition and formation method of the nominating committee shall be made with reference to the current

provisions regarding the Election Committee, the nomination by the nominating committee shall be implemented in

accordance with democratic procedures. It needs to be noted, the reason why a few people in Hong Kong were unfavorable to

the institutional arrangement of the nominating committe lies in that they have not yet been aware of the institutional

rationality of the nomination by the nominating committee. Predictably, the CE universal suffrage would be achieved in a

feasible approach only if: the Basic Law and the NPCSC decisions must be prioritized as the supremacy, especially in the

political reform of Hong Kong, the institutional rationality of the nomination by the nominating committee has been

sufficiently recognized as well as the *path dependence’ concerning the institutional value of the nominating committee shall

be treasured and maintained.

Key words: Basic Law;universal suffrage for chief executive selection; nominating committee; civil nomination; institutional

rationality
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