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An Observation of the System of Supervision from a Perspective of
Constitutional History :

On Contemporary Characteristics of Supervisory Committee
Zhu Fuhui (Xiamen University)

Abstract: There has been a heated discussion on the nature, status, and function of the Supervisory Committee in the
academia since the document on pilot reform of the national supervision system has been issued by the NPC Standing
Committee in December 25th, 2016. The key problems on which this article concentrates are as follows. As a newly
established supervisory organ, what supervision system does the Supervisory Committee belong to? What are the
characteristics of the Supervisory Committee in comparing with historical supervision system, especially supervision system
since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China? This article tries to analyze the evolution of Chinese supervision
system since the modern time from a perspective of constitutional history, and to discuss the regular pattern of the
development of Chinese supervision system.

This article analyzes the system of Supervisory Committee on the basis of an analysis of Chinese administrative
supervision system. To centralize the resources of anti-corruption, the reform of supervision system is imperative because of
the innate defect of administrative supervision system. The main object of the pilot reform of the national supervision system
is to transform the administrative supervision system into independent supervision system. The characteristics of the newly
established Supervisory Committee are as follows. Firstly, the Supervisory Committee is a new independent supervision
system. It not only differs from any supervision system since modern China, but also differs from foreign supervision
systems. The Supervisory Committee is generated by the People’s Congress in the same level, and is supervised by the
People’s Congress. As a consequence, the Supervisory Committee exercise the supervisory power independently under the
People’s Congress. Secondly, the CPC organs for discipline inspection and the supervision organs manage their work
together, in the Supervisory Committee. They can supervise not only the abidance of law by public officers but also whether
they observe the party discipline and morality. Thirdly, the Supervisory Committee can cover state organs, army, social
organizations, state-owned enterprises and institutions, and other public officers. This will promote the ability of anti-
corruption sharply through the integration of anti-corruption powers. Therefore, by setting an independent supervisory
organ, the Supervisory Committee absorb the Chinese tradition of supervisory culture. By setting a system of supervisory
function centeringh on anti-corruption, the Supervisory Committee draw lessons from the administrative supervision system.

The innovative points of this article are reflected as follows. First, it has briefly summarized the Chinese traditional
supervisory culture, and concluded that the essential characteristic of Chinese traditional supervisory culture is establishing a
specialized and independent supervisory organ. Second, it proposes that the Chinese supervision system since the founding of
the PRC is administrative, and it has deeply demonstrated the characteristics and the historical development of the
administrative supervision system. Third, it concludes that the Supervisory Committee differs from any supervision system
in Chinese history. and its essential characteristics are independence and the function of anti-corruption, through a historical
observation of Chinese supervision system.

Key words: supervisory power; administrative supervision system; Supervisory Committee; function of anti-corruption;

constitutional history
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