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Discussion on Family Deadlock between
Couples and Its Judicial Intervention

Lin Hongjian
(Wuhan University Law School Wuhan 430072 Hube, China)

Abstract: Under the principle of gender equality, the couples should be equal in dealing with
family affairs, which means that the will of neither side can prevail over that of the other side. If the
couples can not reach consensus on how to deal with family affairs and also have no intention to
compromise, then the possible result may be that both sides are locked in the disputes which is termed
as “family deadlock”, with reference to the concept of “corporate deadlock” under corporate law. The
existence of the family deadlock has certain kind of inevitability. In order to timely and effectively
break the family deadlock, the court can handle this kind of cases in such ways as working for a
conciliation, applying legal principles, or making decisions by drawing straws, etc.
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