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An Analysis on Max Weber’s “Bureaucracy” Theory

Tan Rong (Professor,Nankai University)

Abstract: Max Weber’s study on bureaucracy theory stemmed from the political and administrative ideology of European
theorists since the 19th century. He adopted the comparative approach and proceeded from rationalism to build his theoreti-
cal model of “ideal bureaucracy”. His research spans multiple areas with full of deep religious, cultural and political connota-
tions in thought. Although Max Weber’s bureaucracy theory is questioned by some scholars of different disciplines,so far,
no one can exceed his theoretical thinking of bureaucracy,and his ideal bureaucracy theory model is still an important theo-
retical basis on reforming and developing government administrative system in both the developed and developing countries.
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