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On Turning of Aquinas’ Theory of Religious Natural
Law & Its Modern Significance

SHEN Jianlin
(Law School, Zhongnan University of Economics & Law , Wuhan 430073, Hubei. China )

Biography:. SHEN Jianlin (1966-), male, Doctor. Associate professor, Law School. Zhongnan
University of Economics & Law , majoring in Western political thought and legal
thought.

Abstract: It is impossible for Christian theory of natural law (emphasis on natural obligation ) to
step into modern rationalistic theory of natural law ( claim for natural right ) . without Aquinas’
thought innovation and theoretic turn, This paper investigates that Aquinas changed divine natural
law of the early Christianity into rational natural law. separated natural law from divine law. replaced
legal voluntarism with legal rationalism, within Christianity, and argues that Aquinas’ ideas of
religious natural law were pregnant with some elements of liberty and right in modern theory of
rationalistic natural law.
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