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Abstract. Hobbes is one of the most important political thinkers in the history of the modern Western
political thoughts, who inherited the realism in political study introduced by Machiavelli. and probed
comprehensively the relationship of individual and state based on his theory of natural law and social
contract. In perspective of the main stream, his argument of monarchy absolutism is anti-liberalism, but in
fact he produced deep effect on the modern liberalism. To some extent. his thoughts on human nature, the
necessity of state, the limits of state power, and the sources and contents of individual freedom set the basis
of modern liberalism.
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